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OutKast 

OutKast is a hip hop duo from Atlanta, Georgia made up of Andre “Andre 3000” Benjamin and 
Antwan “Big Boi” Patton.  The two formed the group in 1992 when they met in high school, and 
shortly after they began participating in rap battles in their school cafeteria.  They originally 
wanted to be called “2 Shades Deep” or “The Misfits,” but when they found out those two 
names were already taken they decided to go with “OutKast” after they realized “outcast” is a 
synonym for “misfit.”  Today, OutKast is largely known for its G-Funk and Dirty South sound.  

Their debut album, Southernplayalisticadillacmuzik, was released in 1994.  It became wildly 
popular because of its funky style which was something new in hip hop at the time. 
Southernplayalisticadillacmuzik is thought to have laid the groundwork for southern hip hop 
and has become known as something of a classic.  Their lyrics reflected both inner city life and 
political themes dealing with African-American life in the south.   

OutKast won “Best New Rap” group at the 1995 Source Awards.  In 1996, they released their 
second album, ATLiens, a play on the name Atlanta, which is near the group’s actual home of 
East Point, Georgia.  With ATLiens, they also started to solidify themselves as one of the major 
members of the Southern hip hop movement which helped OutKast develop recognition among 
East Coast style hip hop fans throughout the country.   ATLeins additionally reflected a change 
in Andre’s life – that with a focus on increasing sobriety.  In the title song   ATLiens, he raps, “No 
drugs or alcohol / So I can get the signal clear.”  

 In 1998, the band released their third album called Aquemini, a combination of Aquarius and 
Gemini, the zodiac signs of the two members.  The album received critical acclaim as the 
group’s best album to date.  They touched on a combination of hip hop, soul, and electro 
musical sounds.   

The group gained mainstream appeal in 2000 with the release of their fourth album called 
Stankonia.  It was released to excellent reviews.  Aside from marking a change in their musical 
style as more commercial and mainstream, Stankonia was also less dark and deep than their 
previous releases.  The album debuted at number two on the Billboard 200 Chart and would 
eventually go quadruple platinum.   

In 2001, OutKast won their first two Grammy awards, one for Best Rap Performance by a Duo 
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or Group for Ms. Jackson, and one for Best Rap Album.  In 2001, they also saw the release of 
their Greatest Hits album called Big Boi and Dre present... OutKast,” which featured three new 
tracks.  In 2003, OutKast released a double album, Speakerboxx/The Love Below.  The album 
was unique in that it was basically two solo albums handled by the group’s two members.  The 
two singles off the album were The Way You Move off Speakerboxx, and  Hey Ya! off  The Love 
Below.  Hey Ya! became a number one song the first week it was released, and spent nine 
weeks on the Hot 100 chart.  Both songs are considered very important additions to the hip hop 
industry because they were the first hip hop songs to be widely played on adult contemporary 
radio stations.  The double album won the 2004 Grammy for Album of the Year.  This was 
another breakthrough for the hip hop community because it was the first album consisting 
solely of hip hop songs to earn the honor of Album of the Year.    

In 2005, following their huge commercial success, OutKast changed gears and began working on 
a film/soundtrack called Idlewild, a musical movie about the Prohibition era set to a blues-
influenced hip hop soundtrack.  Big Boi and Andre 3000 had both acting and music roles during 
the entire project.  Idlewild, the soundtrack, received top charting success, including entering at 
number one in the Billboard Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums, Songs from the album and movie 
marked OutKast’s musical transition to a mixture of traditional hip hop and blues and jazz. 
After the Idlewild album, Big Boi announced in 2007 that he would release a solo album, which 
ended up being Sir Lucious Left Foot: The Song of Chico Dusty.”  After many delays and setbacks, 
the album was finally released in 2010 to critical praise for its unique sound, varied musical 
style, and lyricism.    

Meanwhile, in 2007, Andre 3000 returned to rapping for the first time in years, and since then 
has been featured in songs by artists like Jay-Z and John Legend.  As of today, the group’s future 
is uncertain.  Andre has denied rumors that an OutKast album would be released in 2012, and 
went so far as stating he didn’t know when or if one would be released ever again.  Big Boi has 
also not given any positive indication on the matter. 
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Write a Summary 

Before you answer the questions, let’s practice your writing skills.  On the lines below, write a 
summary of the passage you have just read.  It should be one paragraph.  The paragraph should 
have at least five sentences.  The first sentence should be a statement of the main idea of the 
paragraph.  Then write at least three sentences providing at least one detail in each sentence.  
Last, write a concluding sentence describing a summary of what the passage is all about or your 
opinion of the passage.  Use the lines below.  
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Questions 

ϭ͘ What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
Ă͘ OutKast is a hip hop duo from Atlanta, Georgia made up of Andre “Andre 3000”�

Benjamin and Antwan “Big Boi” Patton.
ď͘ OutKast is a hip hop group originally named the “Mistakes.”
Đ͘ OutKast is a New York City hip hop group, first discovered in Brooklyn.
Ě͘ OutKast is made up of three members who met in high school in Queens.

2͘ OutKast is important to hip hop because they
Ă͘ were the first hip hop duo from Georgia
ď͘ destroyed what was once called “southern hip hop”

Đ͘ made the first hip hop songs to be widely played in adult contemporary radio�
stations

Ě͘ are one of the few original hip hop duos to still be together

ϯ͘ OutKast’s musical style from their beginnings compared to their mainstream music is:
Ă͘ dark and deep
ď͘ upbeat and poppy
Đ͘ the same
Ě͘ soulful

4͘ OutKast gained mainstream success after
Ă͘ the release of Stankonia in 2000
ď͘ Idlewild, the movie and soundtrack gained critical acclaim,
Đ͘ Speakerboxx/The Love Below won them their first two Grammys,
Ě͘ They broke up and started their own solo careers,

5͘ What does the word “sobriety” mean�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌĂŐƌĂƉŚ�ϯ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ?
Ă͘ another word for Atlanta
ď͘ a clean lifestyle that eliminates drugs and alcohol.
Đ͘ the Prohibition Era
Ě͘ a popular hip hop musical style 
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Multiculturalism 

Multiculturalism is an ideology that is based on the premise that people from different cultures 
existing together in a society create an atmosphere of inclusion, respect for differences, and 
provide opportunities for us to learn from each other.  It asserts that all of us are equal, no 
matter what our culture, race, or religion may be.  Those that advocate for multiculturalism 
advocate for the protection and recognition of our differences and recognize these differences 
as valuable. 

In a multicultural society people are not forced to change their beliefs or ideals to match those 
of others.  It resists the idea that there is, or there should be, a dominant culture.  Rather, the 
society would embrace differences, and be understanding, respectful, and tolerant of each 
other, coexisting peacefully together.  Living with different cultures widens our viewpoint and 
allows us to experience new and exciting events that we might not otherwise have known 
about.  Without other cultures living side by side, life might actually be dull.   

Multiculturalists take the view that within every society, various groups can offer new ways of 
looking at things and new ways of doing things.  If we are open, we can learn a great deal from 
each other.  This does not mean that we are expected to agree with every belief or practice a 
different culture from our own may have.  It simply means that we accept that we are not all 
alike.  We acknowledge that we all have been reared from childhood to follow different rules, 
value different traditions, and may have different ways of interacting with others. 

Multiculturalism can exist on small or grand scales.  Most countries have within them 
subgroups of people.  These subgroups have their own cultures which have different beliefs, 
values, traditions, and possibly even different languages.  For instance, on the continent of 
Australia, there are people representing over 200 different countries.  This was not always the 
case, of course.  Until 1788, Australia was inhabited by indigenous people, Aborigines and 
Torres Strait Islanders.   Even within those two groups there were over 500 different clans, and 
each of those clans had its own customs, beliefs, and languages.  The British were the first 

http://maxscholar.com/admin/reading/exercise/1215/?_changelist_filters=book__level__id__exact=12
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“outsiders” or migrants to settle in Australia.  After a time people came from Ireland, as well. 
After World War II, Australia began to experience its largest influx of migrants with people 
coming from Italy, Greece, China, and more to make up the now over 200 different countries 
which are represented nŽǁ.

Mixing cultures and embracing the ideology of multiculturalism can be a difficult endeavor 
creating confusion and conflict.  Making the change to be a country of many cultures takes time 
and willingness on the part of all inhabitants.  It requires openness to change and a willingness 
to acknowledge and accept differences.  This thinking and way of being can be in absolute 
opposition to human behavior.  Humans have a tendency to “group.”  There is a tendency to 
want to be like others, not different.  This is based on the very human desire to feel included. 
This is evidenced even in the smallest of cultures.  An example of this might be the situation in 
high schools when small groups of students are formed based on how they dress, what they 
enjoy, and where they live.  You may have heard the terms “preps,” “nerds,” or “jocks.”  These 
are simply names made up based on stereotypes.  A stereotype is an impression about 
someone based on certain attributes a person is believed to have.  Stereotypes can be wrong 
and can lead to negative thinking and behaviors.  Stereotypes can lead to prejudice and 
discrimination.  Prejudice is an emotional response, and discrimination refers to an act.  These 
two things are counter to multiculturalism.  To embrace multiculturalism one is required to not 
only accept differences, but appreciate them.  It is to find the value and worth in all.  

So how does one learn to embrace multiculturalism?  Most social scientists would propose 
starting in childhood, beginning with how we rear our children to think of other cultures.  It is 
not only left up to parents and families, but extends into our schools and continues throughout 
our lives in the culture of our workplaces.   

To teach children to embrace multiculturalism, one must not only teach the concepts of 
diversity, inclusion, acceptance, but to value people regardless of the color of their skin, the 
language they speak or the traditions they practice.  It is important to teach children that 
differences are important and furthermore, to embrace those differences.  Children must learn 
not to fear differences and to reject stereotypes.  This helps them to be free of bias which can 
lead to prejudice and discrimination. 
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Write a Summary 

Before you answer the questions, let’s practice your writing skills.  On the lines below, write a 
summary of the passage you have just read.  It should be one paragraph.  The paragraph should 
have at least five sentences.  The first sentence should be a statement of the main idea of the 
paragraph.  Then write at least three sentences providing at least one detail in each sentence. 
Last, write a concluding sentence describing a summary of what the passage is all about or your 
opinion of the passage.  Use the lines below.  
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Questions 
1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph of this passage?

a. Multiculturalism contributes to prejudice.
b. Multiculturalism is a term referring to racial groups.
c. Multiculturalism is an ideology that is based on the premise that people of different

cultures can exist together.
d. Multiculturalism is an ideology that contributes to the decline of a race.

2. Based on the above passage, when should one become aware of multiculturalism?
a. When one becomes an adult
b. When one is a child
c. When one is a teenager
d. When one enters college

3. Which of these is an example of “multiculturalism?”
a. There are over 100 different primary languages spoken by students in a large urban

school district.
b. The Civil War was the most destructive was in our country’s history.
c. The World Series is actually played by members of teams in the United States and

one team from Canada.
d. The native people of Australia tried to throw out the British in 1788.

4. Based on the above passage, which statement is the author likely to agree with?
a. It is important to keep different groups of people separate.
b. It is only fair that people are treated certain ways based on how much money they

have.
c. It is unjust to treat people differently based on their abilities.
d. It is worthless to try and learn about other cultures because they do not affect us

anyway.

5. What does the word “indigenous” mean in paragraph 4 of this passage?
a. immigrant
b. native
c. new
d. made of rock


