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Directions: 
 

Read each passage.  Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,  
the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow. 

 
Then answer the questions. 
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The Flight 

Max, Kaz, Mom, and Dad wanted to go to Australia.  

They were all very excited to be going.  Kaz yelled, “Are you ready, Max?”  

“Nearly,” Max said.  “I am just packing my backpack.”  

Dad made sure that everything was ready to be loaded into the cab when it came.  The cab 
arrived at their house. Dad put all the bags inside the cab.  The family was going to Australia.  
Kaz and Max’s grandparents lived there.  They lived in a state called “Queensland.”   

Max had never been on an airplane before.  First, they would fly for five hours to Los Angeles.  
Then, they would fly another fourteen hours to get to Australia.  The plane was a jumbo jet.   
“It is as big as our school gym,” Max said as soon as he got on the plane.   

After takeoff, they all tried to sleep.  Max and Kaz, however, were too excited.  Max wanted to 
look out the window.  He wanted to run in the aisle.  The flight attendant gave each of them a 
book.  Kaz sat down to read.  Max turned on the little television.  He could not sleep.   

After many hours of flying, Max was the first one to see Australia.  He saw the land far off 
through the window.   

They landed in Brisbane, which is the capital city of Queensland. Grandma and Grandpa met 
them at the airport when they landed.  “G’day!” they said to their grandkids.   

They took them to their home in Coolum.  Coolum is a town on the Sunshine Coast.  Everyone 
was tired.  They went right to bed.  That is, everyone except Max.  He was so excited that he ran 
around the yard.  Grandma smiled as he lay down in the shade and finally fell asleep.  She 
carried him into the house.  He did not wake up after she put him in bed.   
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Questions 

1. What is the main idea of this passage?
a) The family was going on a plane for the first time.
b) Max could not sleep on the plane.
c) Max, Kaz, Mom, and Dad took a long trip to Australia.
d) Kaz slept during the trip.

2. How did the family get to Australia?
a) by boat
b) by plane
c) by train
d) by taxi cab

3. Max thought the size of the plane was as big as
a) his school gym
b) his school cafeteria
c) a taxi cab
d) Australia

4. Max could not sleep because
a) He brought too much homework to do.
b) He was too busy watching the movies.
c) He ate too much food on the plane.
d) He was too excited.

5. What do the words “flight attendant” mean?
a) the person who flies the plane
b) someone who takes care of people on the plane
c) the person who makes sure there is gas in the plane
d) the person who makes sure there is gas in the plane
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Sunshine Coast 
 

 
 
Sunshine Coast was a fun place to start their vacation.  Max and Kaz’s grandparents lived one 
hour from the city of Brisbane.  The area was called the Sunshine Coast.  The Sunshine Coast 
was a seaside area and was very spread out.  There used to be many different towns along the 
beach there.  They joined together and made one city called “Coolum.”   
 
Kaz and Max woke up early the next day.  “Let’s go to the beach,” Kaz said.  At the beach, they 
saw the nippers.  Nippers were young people learning about lifesaving.  They were in teams.  
They all wore the same outfits.  First, they marched together on the sand.  Then, they raced up 
and down on the beach.  Finally, they swam out to a buoy and back to the beach.   
 
“Let’s go to “Underwater World,” said Max.  It was near the beach.  They went inside.  
 
“Wow,” said Kaz.  “Look at the turtles.  Look at the dolphins and seals.  They have manatees  
here, too.”  Max laughed and pointed at the manatee.  Manatees are large animals that are also 
called “sea cows” in the United States.  In Australia, they call them "Dugongs."   
 
On the way home, they saw a huge pineapple.  The big pineapple was not a real pineapple. It 
was actually the sign for a tourist park.  They went into the park, and there were dingoes inside.  
Dingoes were wild dogs.  Kaz and Max fed deer, donkeys, chickens, and ducks.  They also fed 
many kinds of birds.   
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Questions 
 

1. What is the main idea of the passage? 
a) The Sunshine Coast was a fun place to start their vacation. 
b) Kaz and Max met the nippers having a drink. 
c) Kaz and Max visited Underwater World. 
d) Kaz and Max saw a huge pineapple. 

 
2. Young people who are learning about lifesaving are called 

a) lifeguards 
b) nips 
c) nippers 
d) dingoes 

 
3. A "dingo" is similar to 

a) a manatee 
b) a wild dog 
c) a nipper 
d) a wild cat 

 
4. Max started to laugh because 

a) He thought the nippers dressed funny. 
b) He thought the manatees looked funny. 
c) Kaz told a funny joke. 
d) The dingo jumped at him. 

 
5. What is a “buoy?” 

a) a floating marker in the water 
b) a nipper 
c) not a girl 
d) a city on the Sunshine Coast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


