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Directions: 
 

Read each passage.  Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,  
the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow. 

 
Then answer the questions. 
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Childhood 
 

 
 
 
Abraham Lincoln had a very hard childhood.  He was born on February 12th, 1809 on the 
Sinking Spring Farm in Hardin County, Kentucky.  He was actually born in a one-room log cabin.  
Log cabins were houses made of logs.  Mud was used to fill the cracks in between the logs. 
 
Abraham was called, “Abe.”  He worked very hard as a child.  He was a farmer who worked very 
hard and was very well liked.  Abe’s mother was a kind woman.  He had one sister whose name 
was Sarah.  He also had a brother, Thomas, who died when Abe was little. 
 
When Abe was nine years old, his mother died.  He had to take on more chores around the 
house.  He was cared for by Sarah.  His father remarried a woman named Sarah Bush Johnston.  
They had three children together.  There were then five children in Abe’s house. 
 
His new mom loved Abe.  Abe loved her as well.  He even called her “Mother,” although she 
was his step-mother, not his real mother.  Abe always had to work hard.   
 
Neither Abe’s father, nor his mother, could read.  Abe’s father never went to school.  Abe 
learned from traveling teachers.  There was no school for him to attend where he lived.  He   
taught himself how to read.  It was hard for him to find books.  He often had to walk very far to   
find books to read.  He read the Bible.  He read storybooks.  He read stories about trains and 
Native Americans.  He loved to read. 
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Questions 
 

1. What is the main idea of this passage?  
a. Abe’s brother died. 
b. Abraham Lincoln had a very hard childhood. 
c. Abe’s new step-mother was nice. 
d. Abe worked too hard as a child. 

 
2. Where was Abe born? 

a. near the ocean 
b. on a boat 
c. on the Sinking Spring Farm in Kentucky 
d. in a big house 

 
3. How was the house where Abe was born different from a modern house? 

a. It was made of logs. 
b. It was made of paper. 
c. It was made of brick. 
d. It had many levels. 

 
4. After Abe’s mother died, Abe had to 

a. hunt for game 
b. go to school 
c. take on more chores 
d. take care of his sister 

 
5. What is a “step-mother"? 

a. a mother who walks on steps 
b. someone a father marries who is not the child’s real mother 
c. a lady carpenter who built the stairs 
d. your mother’s best friend 
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Abe’s Jobs 
 

 
 
Abe had many jobs when he was growing up.  He had to help take care of his family.  He   
helped with the chores.  He helped his father on his farm.  He was good to his brother and   
sister.  He was liked by everyone in his family.   
 
Abe worked in a post office.  He owned a general store.  People trusted him.  He always treated 
people fairly.  One day a woman came into his store.  After she left, Abe knew that she had paid 
him too much money.  He walked six miles to give her the money back.  For that reason people 
in his town called him “Honest Abe.”   
 
At one time, he even worked as a surveyor. His job was to measure the land.  Abe was always 
careful to make sure his measurements were always right. If he made a mistake, he admitted   
it.  He enjoyed working in all his jobs.   
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Questions 
 

1. What is the main idea of this passage? 
a. Abe had many sisters. 
b. Abe had many jobs when he was growing up. 
c. Abe owned a pet store in town. 
d. Abe was a cowboy for a short time. 

 
2. Who gave Lincoln the name "Honest Abe?" 

a. his father 
b. his mother 
c. his sister 
d. the people in the town 

 
3. How was Lincoln different than a bully? 

a. He was mean to people. 
b. He gave people treats. 
c. He treated people fairly. 
d. He did not like people. 

 
4. Why did Lincoln walk six miles to find the lady who came in his store? 

a. She paid him too much money, and he wanted to give her the money back. 
b. She stole money from him, and he wanted to arrest her. 
c. She looked sick, and he wanted to get her to a doctor. 
d. She owed him money, and he wanted to get it back.  

 
5. What does the word “surveyor” mean? 

a. someone who drinks something called a “survey” 
b. someone who takes pictures of stars in the sky 
c. someone who measures the land 
d. someone who climbs mountains 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


