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Directions: 
 

Read each passage.  Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,  
the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow. 

 
Then answer the questions. 
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Austin 

Nick and Sue want to learn about and visit Austin, Texas.  Before they leave home, they buy a 
book about Texas.  They learn some facts about Austin.  Austin is the capital of Texas.  It is 
located in the middle of the state along the Colorado River.  It is named after Stephen Austin, 
who is known as the Father of Texas.    

As soon as they arrive, they drive through the city.  Sue sees the buildings of many national 
companies with offices in Austin.  They include Apple, Dell, Google, and IBM.  The newest to 
join them is Facebook.  Like the Silicon Valley area of California, Austin is known for having 
many high-tech companies. 

Nick and Sue think the air is very clean in Austin.  The city does not allow smoking in 
public places.  She cannot believe that the temperature in Austin had once reached 112° F.  On 
more than twelve days a year, the temperature reaches over 100° F.  They are glad they 
brought light-weight clothes. 

They also find out that Austin has a motto.  It is “Keep Austin Weird.”  This refers to the desire 
for Austin to have strange stores.  The people there like to have new and unique companies. 
SoCo is the name of the shopping area downtown. 



5 
 

Questions 
 

1. What is the main idea of the passage? 
a. Nick and Sue want to learn about and visit Austin, Texas. 
b. Austin is on the ocean. 
c. There are no trees in Austin. 
d. Austin is a ghost town. 

 
2. What is the highest recorded temperature in Austin? 

a. 120° 
b. 112° 
c. 95° 
d. 140° 

 
3. How are Austin and parts of California alike? 

a. Their police use iPads. 
b. They both are home to high tech companies. 
c. They are in the mountains. 
d. They both have tall palm trees along the streets. 

 
4. What is one reason that Austin has clean air? 

a. The city allows electric cars. 
b. The city makes every house use furnace filters. 
c. The city does not allow smoking in public places. 
d. The city has many inches of rain each year. 

 
5. What does the word “unique” mean? 

a. one of a kind 
b. the entire world 
c.   weird  
d. a clothing brand 
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Seattle 
 

 
 
Seattle, Washington is a wonderful city to live and to visit.  Once Deb and Linda arrive, Deb 
decides she wants a cup of coffee.  Seattle is known to be the best place in the country to find a 
cup of coffee.  It is the home of Starbucks, one of the largest coffee companies in the world.  In 
addition, Seattle’s Best Coffee, Caffe Vita, and Tully’s are all based in Seattle.   
 
The girls look out the window of the coffee shop.  They can see the Space Needle, a very tall 
tower with an observation deck.  It was built in 1962, when Seattle hosted the World’s Fair.  It is 
a popular tourist site because of the views.  After they finish their coffee, they decide to take a 
look.  From the observation deck, the girls can see the Olympic Mountains in the distance and 
the massive forests outside the city.  Their guide tells them about the timber business there.   
 
Deb finds out that Seattle is located on Puget Sound, an inlet of the Pacific Ocean.  On the north 
side of the city, there are lakes and bays.  The girls learn that the Lake Washington Ship Canal 
connects Puget Sound to Lake Washington.  Seattle sits on seven hills, just like the city of Rome 
in Italy.  Seattle was also built in an earthquake zone.  The zone is known as the “Ring of Fire.” 
Humans have lived in the Seattle area for over 4,000 years despite the threat of earthquakes. 
 
As soon as they leave the Space Needle and start walking around the city, it begins to rain. 
Linda read that Seattle usually has cloudy skies on the average of 201 days each year.  The 
weather is partly cloudy 93 days each year.  This leaves just 71 sunny days each year.  It also 
rains often there and is very cold on some days. This type of weather is a result of Seattle’s 
being so close to the ocean and being so far north on the continent.  Seattle has an “oceanic 
climate.”  It is all the rain, however, that allows the city to have such beautiful landscaping. 
 
Deb and Linda were very impressed with the beauty of the city, but neither of them could live 
in Seattle because it rained so much. They both enjoyed visiting the city.  They are looking 
forward to telling their friends about Seattle. 
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Questions 
 

1. What is the main idea of the passage? 
a. Seattle is the capital of the state. 
b. Seattle has many palm trees. 
c. Seattle, Washington is a wonderful city to live in and to visit. 
d. Seattle has many short people. 

 
2. How many days of sun are there in Seattle each year? 

a. 365 days 
b. 201 days 
c. 71 days 
d. 93 days 

 
3. How is Seattle like ancient Rome? 

a. It has cool weather. 
b. It imports coffee. 
c. It sits on seven hills. 
d. It has many coffee shops. 

 
4. Why does Seattle have earthquakes? 

a. because it is located close to the ocean 
b. because it is built on the “Ring of Fire” 
c. because it gets much rain 
d. because it has the Space Needle 

 
5. What does the word “oceanic” mean? 

a. referring to the salt water that covers most of the Earth's surface 
b. end of a story 
c. mountain range 
d. peaks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


