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Directions: 
 

Read each passage.  Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,  
the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow. 

 
Then answer the questions. 
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The Bubonic Plague 

One of the worst events on record was known as "The Bubonic plague."  This plague began in 
or around China in 1348 and quickly spread to Europe.  It was also called "The Black Death.”   

The symptoms of this disease started with swollen lumps in the groin, the neck, and the 
armpits.  Some people developed high fevers.  Some vomited blood.  Some could not breathe. 
Bleeding under the skin made the skin dark.  A week after being infected, the victim was dead.   

The Bubonic plague spread quickly from person to person.  People were very afraid.  They did 
not want to be near someone who had the plague.  Sometimes, they buried infected people 
before they were even dead.  Entire families died.  People went mad.  Some took their own 
lives.  People in the towns burned the houses of people who had been ill.  Sometimes, family 
members of infected people were forced to leave their towns.  Sometimes, those people were 
already infected.  When they moved to other towns, they spread the disease there.  In just 
under five years, 25 million people died of the plague.  

Today, we know that the condition was caused by a bacterium called Yersinia pestis.  We also 
know that the infection was spread by fleas.  These fleas traveled on rats.   

It took 200 years for Europe to rebuild its population after the Bubonic plague. 
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Questions 

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
a. Every rat in the Middle Ages carried bad diseases.
b. Yersinia is a bacterium that can be cured with the right medicine.
c. The disease started in China, but quickly spread to Africa.
d. One of the worse times on record was known as the “Bubonic Plague.”

2. How many people died of the plague?
a. 10 million
b. 15 million
c. 20 million
d. 25 million

3. Having the “Black Death” plague was like
a. being sentenced to death
b. wearing a costume
c. avoiding having to work
d. celebrating

4. Some people who had the disease were buried alive because
a. They ran out of medicine to treat them.
b. The families were afraid that others would catch the disease.
c. The person suffered so much that the family did not want them to suffer any more.
d. The fleas would not leave the body otherwise.

5. What does the word “plague” mean?
a. a deadly disease
b. copies made illegally
c. something that comes from the Black Sea.
d. the result of too much drinking 
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French Revolution 
 

 
 
The French Revolution was a very important time in history.  Imagine yourself back in those 
days. 
 
It is July 14th, 1789.  The country of France is at her glory.  King Louis XVI is in court at   
Versailles.  France leads the world in art and culture.  The country is growing large amounts of   
food.  It is rich and safe, but is the country really what it seems?  Is this lifestyle only for kings 
and nobles?  How do the serfs live?  What is life like for them?  In truth, the serfs are very   
angry.  Their homes are not safe.  They are treated as slaves.  They pay high taxes.  They are 
always hungry.  They demand a change.  They get together and start a mob.  They begin in   
Paris and come for the King.  The mob grows stronger every day as more and more people     
join in.   
 
Three years later, the King and Queen of France are killed by the serfs who cut off their heads.  
Many nobles also lose their heads.  This rebellion is known as the “French Revolution.”  For the   
people of France, it is known as the “Terror.”  It is a very bloody period for France.  The French   
people turn to a man named Napoleon Bonaparte to rule their country.  Because of these   
events, Napoleon’s rule is the beginning of modern France.  
 
Men no longer feel born to serve a king.  People feel what it is like to be free for the first time.  
They know what it means to stand with each other and to fight for what is right.  This concept   
is true, not only in France, but also all over the world.    
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Questions 

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
a. French food is very good.
b. The rebellion known as the “French Revolution” is an important time in history.
c. Napoleon has his head cut off.
d. The serfs were the ones who killed the King.

2. In what year was France at her glory?
a. 1776
b. 1789
c. 1792
d. 1700

3. France, in the year 1789, could be compared to
a. those who have things and those who do not.
b. a country with two Ŭings
c. a country with no taxes
d. those who wanted slaves, and those who did not

4. The French Revolution occurred because?
a. The French people wanted to live like the royalty of France.
b. The French people wanted no more nobles.
c. The French people wanted freedom.
d. The French people were trying to escape the Nazis.

5. What does the word “rebellion” mean?
a. loud music
b. resisting authority
c. a war that is guaranteed to be lost
d. terrorist activity 


