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Reading Comprehension 
Level 5 

Medals 
Animals 

Nobel Prize Recipients 
Brands 

Directions: 

Read each passage.  Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,  
the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow. 

Then answer the questions. 
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Medals 

(Presidential Medal of Freedom Awards) 
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A Great Honor 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is an award Ɖresented by the President of the United States 
to a person who deserves to be honored for having done something very special for America or 
for having made tremendous efforts to promote world peace.  It was President Harry S. Truman 
who presented the first Medal of Freedom in 1945 to honor those civilians who provided 
service during World War II.  The name was changed in 1963 to the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom.  

A person does not have to be an American to receive this medal. The rules say that the President 
must award these honors while he is still in office.  The only time this did not happen was when 
President John F. Kennedy was killed before he had the chance to present the medals to those 
people whom he had already chosen to honor.  It was President Lyndon B. Johnson 
who presented those medals to the honorees.  

Since the first medal was presented, there have been over 20,000 medals awarded.  
There have been three people who have won two medals.  They are Ellsworth Bunker, John 
Kenneth Galbraith, and Colin Powell.  The medal can be given for many different reasons.  
There are many different categories of winners. These categories include dance, film, 
business, science, sports, history, television, and medicine.  It is a great honor to receive the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom.  It is considered the highest civilian award in the United States. 
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Questions 

1. What is the main idea of this passage?
a. The American Congress can honor war veterans with special medals.
b. The Medal of Freedom is made out of solid gold and is very valuable.
c. The American people vote to honor people this way.
d. The Presidential Medal of Freedom is awarded by the President of the United States

to a person who deserves to be honored in a special way.

2. Which of these men has won the medal twice?
a. Colin Powell
b. John F. Kennedy
c. Ellsworth Kelly
d. Lyndon Johnson

3. Receiving the medal is like
a. catching the winning pass in Super Bowl
b. receiving the Academy Award for the best picture of the year
c. being launched in a space shuttle
d. getting a good grade on a test

4. People are awarded this medal because
a. They have done something special for America or to promote world peace.
b. They supported the President when he ran for election.
c. They contributed funds.
d. They are very important people in congress.

5. What does the word “honored” mean?
a. expensive
b. given respect
c. slandered
d. made to feel weak
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Norman Rockwell 

Norman Rockwell was a famous artist. Mr. Rockwell was born in New York City over a hundred 
years ago.  He went to a special school for art.  When he was only 19 years old, he was asked to 
illustrate the covers of the magazine of the Boy Scouts of America, called Boy’s Life.  That was 
a very special honor for such a young person.  

Another magazine that featured his art on its cover was the Saturday Evening Post.  His art was 
always about people in America. It showed life with families and children.  People liked his art 
because it reminded them of their own lives.  His pictures made them feel good.  He drew 
over 4,000 pictures during his life.  His pictures are still very popular today, and many people 
want to own them.  

When he tried to join the Army, he was at first rejected because the recruiting office said that 
he was too thin.  So, Norman spent one whole day eating bananas, doughnuts, and drinks 
trying to gain weight quickly.  He did gain enough weight to meet the entrance 
requirements of the Army and was finally accepted.  He served as an artist in the Army.  

For his portraits of Americans, Norman Rockwell received the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
from President Gerald Ford in 1977. 
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Questions 

1. What is the main idea of this passage?
a. Norman Rockwell was a famous artist.
b. Norman Rockwell was a general in the Army.
c. Norman Rockwell ran for President of the United States.
d. Norman Rockwell was in the U.S. Navy.

2. What did Mr. Rockwell do in the Army?
a. He drove a tank.
b. He flew in airplanes.
c. He was a writer.
d. He was an artist.

3. How is Norman Rockwell different from many artists?
a. He only drew pictures of royal families.
b. His pictures were always on the cover of Sports Illustrated.
c. His pictures were always of American families and children.
d. His pictures were always on the cover of Reader’s Digest for Kids.

4. What did Mr. Rockwell do to get into the Army?
a. He took photographs of all the Generals.
b. He ate bananas, doughnuts, and drank liquids to gain enough weight.
c. He drew about 20 pictures and showed them how good he was.
d. He ate lobster, French fries, and pizza.

5. What does the word “artist” mean?
a. someone who wants to get into the Army
b. someone who wants to gain weight
c. someone who wants to get healthy
d. someone who draws, paints, or creates something 


