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Reading Comprehension

Level 6

Immigrants

Movies

Apps

Directions:

Read each passage. Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,

the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow.

Then answer the questions.
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Immigrants




A Melting Pot

People call the United States a “melting pot.” This phrase refers to people, called
“immigrants,” who come from all over the world to live in the United States. These people
bring with them their ideas, their culture, and their traditions and blend with those people who
are already in the U.S. Immigrants often bring their food and music from their countries. Many
bring culture and their religion. Still others bring their political beliefs and knowledge of science
and technology. Moreover, all of them bring parts of their own languages.

Since the very discovery of what would become the United States, new immigrants have come
from other parts of the world. The Vikings came from Scandinavia. Other early settlers came
with Christopher Columbus and other European explorers. Small parts of all these people make
the United States a home to blended cultures, the so-called “melting pot.”

For many years, some people from Mexico and other nearby countries left their homes
and moved to the United States. They came here to work and live. It was easy for them to
come because they lived so close. Many Mexicans came to the United States through
states bordering the southern border of the country. Some individuals entered legally, while
some did not.

A common sentiment prevails that America is actually a country built by immigrants. Making a
home in a new country is not simple. It takes effort and persistence. America becomes a little
richer with each new person it gains.



Questions

1. What is the main idea of this passage?

a.

b.
c.
d

People immigrate to the United States to earn more money.
People immigrate to the United States because of the food.
People call the United States a “melting pot.”

People everywhere love immigrants.

2. The Vikings came from

a.

b.
C.
d

Alaska
Scandinavia
Peru

South America

3. For new immigrants, blending in with other citizens is like

a.

b.
C.
d

reading the newspaper in english
mixing ingredients in a recipe for a cake
passing a difficult exam

finding a needle in a haystack

4. America is known as a “melting pot” because

a.

b
C.
d

Americans love hot, spicy foods.

The hot countries in the south melt the ice from Canada.
America is made up of many people from all over the world.
Americans are free to vote.

5. What does the word “persistence” mean in paragraph 4 of this passage?

a.

b.
C.
d

sticking to it

a type of fruit

wealth

without compensation



Bob Hope

Bob Hope, who was one of our country’s most patriotic individuals, was actually not born in the
United States. Born Leslie Townes Hope in Eltham, England, Bob Hope was the son of a
stonemason. His mother was an opera singer. Bob once said jokingly, “I left England at the
age of four when | found out that | couldn’t be the king.”

Bob Hope was a comedian who appeared in many forms of entertainment, including
vaudeville, theater, movies, and television. Perhaps the most memorable of all his
contributions was his on-stage appearances in front of the American military forces
overseas. He performed in front of American troops who were defending America for
over six decades.

People, however, think of Bob Hope as a man who received the Congressional Gold Medal from
President John F. Kennedy and a Medal of the Arts from President Bill Clinton. The U.S.
Congress honored him five times, and the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives
named him an “Honorary Veteran.” This was the first time anyone received such a high
honor from the U.S. Congress.

Bob Hope’s life is an example that patriotism can come to anyone who loves where he or she
lives. Contrary to popular belief, it is not just a result of where a person is born.



Questions

1. What is the main idea in the first paragraph?

g 0o T o

Bob Hope was born in England.

One of America's most patriotic individuals was not born in the United States.
Bob Hope was born Leslie Towns Hope.

Bob Hope's father was a stonemason, and his mother was an opera singer.

2. Bob Hope is best known as

a.

b.
C.
d

the King of England

the son of a stonemason
a professional golfer

a patriotic entertainer

3. Bob Hope became an entertainer, like his mother who was a(n)

a.

b
C.
d

stay-at-home mom
opera singer

violin player
vaudeville actress

4. Bob Hope is considered patriotic because

a.

b.
C.
d

He appeared at the White House many times.

He devoted his entire career to entertaining American troops overseas.
He was a famous golfer.

He knew President Kennedy personally.

5. What does the word “patriotic” mean in paragraph 1 of this passage?

o 0o T o

a member of a certain professional football team

a father figure

one who shows love for, and loyalty to, one’s country
involved in becoming a new citizen



