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Reading Comprehension

Level 7

Technology

Movies

Directions:

Read each passage. Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,

the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow.

Then answer the questions.
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Technology




Computers

There are few technological inventions have changed the world as much as the
computer. The first computer was made in 1940 and was the size of a large room. Back
then, the input of information into the computer was through paper cards. It took days to
know if the design of a new program had worked. The computing power was significantly less
than that of a fairly inexpensive, modern-day home computer.

Computers process math via a binary numerical system. In other words, a computer can only
recognize two numbers, 0 and 1. This is also called a Base, system. In computer
terminology, this means that a switch can be turned off, which is “0,” or turned on, which is
Ill.ll

Computers rely on two different components in order to function. The first part is the
hardware. Hardware refers to the following: the machine case, wiring, memory, boards, disk
drives, fans, keyboard, and mouse. The second part is the software. Software is the set of
instructions that tells the boards and memory what to do. An example of commonly used
software is Microsoft Office®. These “programs” enable users to create “documents” in
paragraph form, as well as spreadsheets and formal presentations.

There are many types of computers. One type is the desktop, which is often used in homes and
businesses. Additionally, notebooks, which are also called "laptops," offer small size and
portability, but they are not as convenient to use because of the size of the screen or monitor.
Some computers are built into cars, cell phones, or medical equipment. Computers are
everywhere, helping to make our lives easier, safer, and more productive.



Questions

1. What does the word "instructions" mean in the third paragraph?
user-created projects

musical sounds in the form of a song

commands to carry out specific operations
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things that are necessary for independent living

2. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
Few technological inventions have changed the world as much as the computer.

a

b. We all use 0 and 1 as binary bytes.
c. Microsoft makes great computers.
d

People who work with computers are geeks.

3. When was the first computer made?

a. 1940
b. 1945
c. 1950
d. 1952

4. The original computer was the size of a
a. moving van
b. large room
c. modern day laptop
d. asmall city

5. How are “hardware” and “software” alike?
a. They are both types of programs.
b. They are both made of plastic.
c. They are both languages.
d. They both are needed for computers to work.



6. Modern day computers are:
a. bigger than ever
b. smaller than the original ones
C. very expensive
d. hardtouse

7. How does the hardware know what to do?
a. ltcanonly do one thing.
b. The software tells it what to do.
c. Another device controls it.
d. Humans tell it what to do.

8. Which sentence is most true?
a. Computers are not helpful.
b. Computers are a thing of the past.
c. Computers help to make our lives easier.
d. Computers are only used by doctors.

9. What does the word “productive” mean found in the last paragraph of this passage?
a. getting things accomplished
b. being lazy
c. types of fruit
d. giving a speech

10. What is a binary system?
a. ltis asystem based on a switch that is either on or off.
b. Itistwo numbers that are always next to each other.
c. Itisany number divided by two.
d. Itis any number multiplied by two.



