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Reading Comprehension 

Level 8a 

Historical Figures 

Geography 

Amazing Places 

Directions: 

1. Read each passage.  Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,
the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow.

2. Write the summary following the directions on the page.
3. Then answer the questions.
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Rosalynn Carter 

Eleanor Rosalynn Carter, the wife of President Jimmy Carter, is known as a great humanitarian 
and a champion of mental illness treatment.  She was born in Plains, Georgia, in 1927 and spent 
all of her formative years in that city.  After her father died when she was 13, she helped her 
mother care for her younger siblings.  She learned to be very responsible and work hard.  As a 
result, she graduated at the top of her high school class at Plains High School. 

After high school, Rosalynn attended Georgia Southwestern College.  While she was in school, 
she met Jimmy Carter, who was a handsome young Midshipman at the United States Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.  They fell in love, and on July 7th, 1946, they got married in 
Plains, where Carter had also grown up. 

Over the next six years, the Carters had three children.  Each child was born in a different state 
because Jimmy Carter was in the Navy and kept getting transferred.  The fourth child was born 
in Georgia.  In 1953, he left the military and joined the staff of his father's peanut company.  
There he focused most of his attention on accounting, bookkeeping, and running the business. 
The company did very well. 

In 1962, Jimmy Carter used the fortune he had earned as a businessman to run for the Georgia 
State Senate.  He won, and the Carter family moved to Atlanta.  Unlike previously elected 
officials of Georgia, the Carters enrolled their children in the local public school.      

Rosalynn Carter enjoyed being in the public spotlight and having political power.  She spent 
much of her time campaigning for Carter to become governor of Georgia.  When he won the 
election in 1970, she decided to use her new prestige to work on behalf of the mentally ill.   

Her husband appointed her to the Governor's Commission to Improve Services for the Mentally 
and Emotionally Handicapped.  Because she was married to the governor of the state, most of 
the committee’s recommendations were approved.  

The country liked Rosalynn Carter very much.  The National Association of Mental Health asked 
her to serve on their board of directors.  The National Organization for Women honored her for 
her work to encourage women to do whatever they wanted to with their lives.  When Jimmy 
Carter won the presidential election in 1976, Rosalynn was thrilled.  She and Jimmy walked 
together in the inaugural parade, along with their daughter, Amy, who was nine years old at the 
time.  Later that evening, Rosalynn danced the night away at seven different balls held in 
Carter's honor.   
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It was very important to Rosalynn Carter that she have a say in how Jimmy ran the country.  She 
became the only first lady to regularly attend cabinet meetings.  She also spoke on his behalf at 
meetings with foreign leaders.  She encouraged her husband to found the Friendship Force 
International and appoint her as honorary chairperson. 

Still enjoying the opportunity to travel independent of her family, she made an official visit to 
Latin America in 1977, not long after Jimmy came into office.  Two years later she went to 
Thailand to speak on behalf of her husband to a group trying to help refugees from the 
recently-ended Vietnam War.  

Though she spent much of her time traveling overseas, Rosalynn still kept a careful eye on what 
was going on in America.  She persuaded her husband to create the President's Commission on 
Mental Health and to make her honorary chairperson of that committee.  She also testified 
before a committee to help get the Mental Health System Bill passed in 1980. 

When Jimmy Carter was defeated as president in 1980, neither he nor Rosalynn were ready to 
give up the life of influence.  They founded the Carter Center in Atlanta and made Rosalynn one 
of the members of the Board of Trustees.  Today the center is involved in many programs, but 
mainly those related to mental health. 

The Rosalynn Carter Fellowships for Mental Health Journalism encouraged people to write 
about topics related to mental health.  She worked hard to force health insurance companies to 
cover people with mental illnesses. 

Unfortunately, not everyone has supported the Carters in their efforts towards mental health. 
Many people believe that it would be better to have places where people can live while they 
recover from mental health issues.  They say that the Carters' plan to force mentally ill people 
to be cared for by others puts them and their families under too much pressure.  In 1987, they 
established the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregiving at Georgia Southwestern State 
University.  There, people try to establish ways to help people who are caretakers for their 
mentally ill and other sick family members. 

Rosalynn Carter has also been very active in trying to get more rights for women.  In 1988, she 
hosted the "Women and the Constitution" conference at the Carter Center.  She wanted 
women to discuss how they are affected differently by the Constitution than men are.  It gave 
women an opportunity to focus their energy on how they could get more out of life for 
themselves.  It helped them stop focusing on helping others and concentrate their energy on 
helping themselves. 
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Not everything that Rosalynn Carter did was about her own rights, nor was it about trying to 
make up for the mistakes she and her husband made in trying to help those people with mental 
health problems.  She has also worked to help improve the lives of poor children in Atlanta. 
She has been especially active in making sure they are vaccinated against diseases. 

She was also very active with the organization called "Habitat for Humanity."  This group builds 
homes for people who cannot afford them.  They are famous not only for raising money for this 
program, but also for helping to build the houses themselves.   

Mrs. Carter wrote five books.  The first book was called First Lady from Plains.  It told about 
her life in the White House.  She and her husband also wrote Everything to Gain: Making the 
Most of the Rest of Your Life in 1987.  It talked about what the Carters have been doing since 
leaving the White House.  

She received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1999 from President Bill Clinton for her work 
as a human rights activist. 
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Write a Summary 

Before you answer the questions, let’s practice your writing skills.  On the lines below, write a 
summary of the passage you have just read.  It should be one paragraph.  The paragraph should 
have at least five sentences.  The first sentence should be a statement of the main idea of the 
paragraph.  Then write at least three sentences providing at least one detail in each sentence. 
Last, write a concluding sentence describing a summary of what the passage is all about or your 
opinion of the passage.  Use the lines below.  
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Questions 

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
a. Rosalynn graduated at the top of her high school class.
b. Rosalynn's father died when she was 13 years old.
c. Rosalynn helped her mother care for her siblings.
d. Rosalynn Carter was born in Georgia and is most known for her humanitarian 

efforts.

2. How are Rosalynn Carter and Jimmy Carter alike?
a. They both ran for Governor of Georgia.
b. They both had mental health issues.
c. They both worked to better people's lives.
d. They sent their children to private schools.

3. The Carters' children were different from children of most elected officials because they
a. always wore black clothes
b. went to public school
c. traveled in bullet-proof cars
d. walked to school each day, no matter where they lived

4. Rosalynn Carter's work in caring for the rights of mentally ill persons resulted in
a. an increase in the numbers of mentally ill Americans
b. better treatment of those people
c. mental illness being eradicated in the United States
d. all mentally ill becoming homeless eventually

5. What does the word "habitat" mean in the 4th paragraph from the end in this passage?
a. an arena for sports
b. a place to live
c. doing something over and over again
d. honorary 


