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Directions: 

 

1. Read each passage.  Highlight, if you wish, the Topic in Blue,  
the Main Idea in Green, and all the important details in Yellow. 

2. Write the summary following the directions on the page. 
3. Then answer the questions. 
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Collision Repair Technician 

Collision repair is a career that focuses on repairing automobiles of all kinds.  This career is very 
diverse compared to other careers.  However, that does not mean it is abstruse.  In fact, 
learning about this career will be rather simple.  This career is made up of various schooling 
requirements, numerous responsibilities and skills, and ranging salaries.  That does not mean 
the career is not achievable, though.  In fact, it is quite the opposite. 

The first things someone considering this career should think about are his or her skills 
and interests.  The main aspect of this job is to repair things, so it is imperative to enjoy doing 
just that.  Also, the person should be good with visualization.  Many times, a collision repairer 
will have to look at a 2D drawing and envision a 3D version.  This is much easier and makes for a 
smoother job if the worker is good at this.  Along with that, this person should be familiar with 
sheet metal welding, metal finishing, paint preparation, and refinishing materials.  Finally, he or 
she should have well defined mathematical skills so calculating costs is easy.  This may seem 
like tough requirements, but with the right drive and experience, one could really tackle these 
skills. 

Schooling and training for this job should be considered.  Even though one can obtain a job 
without formal education, employers prefer the applicants who have formal automotive 
collision training.  Collision repair training programs are offered by many high schools, trade 
schools, vocational schools, and community colleges.  That means a degree is readily available, 
and this formal training can enhance the chances for a promotion.  This can also lead to a 
higher salary and a wider range of skills.  Employers may also hire people who have not 
received formal training.  These kinds of workers will learn about this work as helpers. 
They will pick up skills on the job from other more experienced body repair technicians.  
This means that even without formal education, it is possible to jump right into this career. 
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Next, responsibilities and duties should be taken into account if one truly wants to excel in this 
work.  Technicians tend to do lots of repairs and custom refinishing on automobiles.  On top of 
that, they need to be able to do a wide variety of other things.  They must estimate the cost of 
a repair job, pound out small dents, and straighten bent or twisted frames.  Along with that, 
they must file, grind, sand and smooth surfaces, paint, aim headlights, and align wheels.  As one 
can see, these workers do labor-intensive work that requires concentration and focus. 

Finally, location and salaries are important variables.  Nearly every reputable auto body repair 
shop, new car dealership, and custom refinishing business will hire these technicians.  One can 
also open his or her own auto repair shop.  Earnings, however, depend on the size and type of 
the employer and the individual skill of the worker.  Auto body helpers and trainees typically 
receive a straight hourly wage.  Experienced repairers may receive commissions on the work 
they do or they may receive an hourly wage.  Sometimes they may receive a combination of the 
two.  As of May 201ϱ, collision repair technicians made an average of $4ϯ͕ϬϬϬ dollars per year. 
Wages varied from $22,ϬϬϬ to $ϳϬ͕ϬϬϬ dollars per year.  A growing population means 
more vehicles, which will increase the demand for this kind of work. 

This job encompasses a large collection of tasks.  Above all else, this work serves and helps a 
wide range of people all of whom require workers in this field to keep their everyday lives 
running smoothly. 
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Write a Summary 

Before you answer the questions, let’s practice your writing skills.  On the lines below, write a 
summary of the passage you have just read.  It should be one paragraph.  The paragraph should 
have at least five sentences.  The first sentence should be a statement of the main idea of the 
paragraph.  Then write at least three sentences providing at least one detail in each sentence.  
Last, write a concluding sentence describing a summary of what the passage is all about or your 
opinion of the passage.  Use the lines below.  
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Questions 

ϭ͘ What is the main goal of collision repair?
a͘ to provide people with information about car crashes
ď͘ to repair automobiles
Đ͘ to monitor and regulate energy
Ě͘ to repair homes

Ϯ͘ Collision repair would most likely be a good career choice for someone who...
a͘ enjoys science as a hobby
ď͘ likes staying outdoors
Đ͘ enjoys repairing things
Ě͘ has poor mathematical skills

ϯ͘ Collision repair is related to everything except...
a͘ science
ď͘ cars
Đ͘ repairs
Ě͘ refinishing

ϰ͘ How much formal training is required for this career?
a͘ none
ď͘ only a high school diploma
Đ͘ a Master’s degree in repair science
Ě͘ a Bachelor's degree in science

ϱ͘ What does the word “abstruse” in paragraph 1 of this passage mean?
a͘ nourishing or nurturing
ď͘ critical, key, or vital
Đ͘ hard to understand
Ě͘ ability to give your attention or thought to a single object or activity 


