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Students are provided with repeated drill and practice to understand and reinforce the 
following Common Core Reading Strategies.   

 
RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
RI.K.4. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 
  

 
ELL/ESL support includes activating prior knowledge, cooperative learning, and scaffolding 
instruction.  
 
The strategies taught in this workbook are research-based and are excellent for diverse 
learners.   

 

 

The workbook can be tailored for use for RTI, Tiers I, II, III. 
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Overview 

MaxScholar Reading Comprehension, Prep-1 teaches the student to begin to understand 
language.  A student must first understand what an author is trying to express.  This is done, 
initially, by using a concept image, a picture, to communicate an idea to the student.   All 
pictures tell stories.  Pictures are easy for a reader to understand.  The student is taught to 
recognize the topic of the picture, the main idea of the picture, important details of the picture, 
and then is asked to think about and predict what might be going on in the picture.  This process 
is the basis of concept imagery and critical thinking.  This is necessary for reading, a process in 
which a student is required to understand what an author is describing.  By having the ability to 
break down a passage into the topic, the main idea, and important details, the student will begin 
to understand what the author is saying.  The student will begin to read with understanding. 

The exercises in this book can be done with a teacher in classroom setting or one-on-one.  It is 
important to start with this book in order for the student to master the core strategies of 
identifying the topic, the main idea, and important details, as well as to learn how to make 
predictions.  By the end of this workbook, students will have developed the mastery of those 
core strategies.  The student will then be able to apply those skills to the other MaxScholar 
workbooks and generalize those skills to school textbooks. 

Directions 

1. The student is asked to look at the picture.  The student is asked to understand what the 
picture represents or the story it is telling.   

2. The student is asked to express the understanding of the picture by using highlighters to 
identify each of the core strategies.    

3. First, the student identifies the topic.  The topic tells in 1, 2, or 3 words what the picture 
is all about.  The student is asked to use the BLUE highlighter to highlight the correct 
answer to the first question which asks, “What is the topic…”  

4. Next, the student identifies the main idea.  The main idea of the picture is the most 
important idea that the author is trying to say about the topic.  The main idea is a 
sentence or phrase.  The student will use the GREEN highlighter to highlight the correct 
answer to the second question which asks, “What is the main idea…” 

5. Next, the student identifies important details in the picture.  There can be one or more 
important details in each picture.  These details describe and support the main idea.  
The student will use the YELLOW highlighter to highlight the key words in the sentences 
which are the responses to the question, “What are some important details...”  Note, 
some sentences have no details; some will one detail; some will have two details; some 
will have three details; and some will have four details within the sentences.  If the 
sentence does not have important details, do not highlight any words in the sentence. 

6. Last, the student is asked to make a prediction about what the author is trying to tell the 
reader what might be happening next.  The student is asked to answer this question by 
circling the correct answer with a pen or pencil. 

7. The first image is a specific sample of how the process is done. 
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Here is a sample of how the exercises in this workbook should be done. 

Look at the following picture.  Ask yourself, “What is the topic of this 
picture?”  “What is the main idea of the picture?”  Identify the Important 
Details by using the MaxScholar Structure Words.  Then answer the 
questions on the next page. 
 

 
 

Use these MaxScholar Structure Words to identify the  
Important Details in this picture: 

 
 

what perspective 
where background 
when shape 

number size 
sound mood 

movement color 
 

Sample questions you might ask to help you identify the details: 
 

What do you see in this picture? What is going on in the picture? 
Where are you? Do you see anything in the background? 
When does this take place? What is the shape of the object? 
How many objects do you see? Is the object big or small? 
Are there any sounds you can hear? How do you feel when you look at it? 
Do you see any movement? What color is the object? 
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Now, answer the following questions: 
 

1.  What is the Topic of this picture?  (Highlight in BLUE) 
(The topic is the 1, 2, or 3 words that describe what the picture is all about.) 

a) The Statute of Liberty 
b) A man standing tall 
c) A lady holding a flashlight 
d) A scarecrow 

 
2.  What is the Main Idea of this picture? (Highlight in GREEN) 

(The main idea is a sentence or phrase which tells the reader what the passage is about.) 
a) The Statue of Liberty greets people in California. 
b) The Statue of Liberty stands for freedom. 
c) The Statue of Liberty is made out of clay. 
d) The Statue of Liberty is very small. 

 
3.  What are some Important Details in this picture? (Highlight in YELLOW) 

(There can be more than one correct answer.) 
a) The woman is lifting a torch. 
b) The woman has a crown on her head. 
c) The woman has a husband. 
d) It is snowing outside. 

 
4. Predict how one might feel when seeing the Statue of Liberty.   

(Circle the correct answer.) 
a) The statue might be cold. 
b) It is great to be in America. 
c) How much did the statue cost? 
d) It is great to travel by plane. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


