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In this module you will learn the six syllable 
types in Orton-Gillingham. You will also learn 
syllable division rules and  become fluent in  
reading multi-syllabic words.

A syllable is a word or a part of a word that 
always has a vowel.  

CLOVER 
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CLOSED SYLLABLES 
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A#closed'syllable'always#has#a#short#vowel#and# is#
surrounded#by#one or#more#consonants. 
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Here are some examples of closed syllables: 

cat led pet 

rod tin fun 

Note that the consonant always follows the short vowel. 
It is like a gate, closing in the vowel. 
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Syllable Division Rule #1  (VC/CV) 

When two or more consonants stand between two vowels, 
divide between the consonants.   

vowel-consonant / consonant-vowel 
(VC / CV) 

kitten kit / ten 

      VC    /    CV 

kit / ten 
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Here are some more closed syllable words: 

dentist 
     VC    /    CV

den / tist 

upset 
VC    /    CV 

up / set 

rabbit 
  VC    /    CV 

rab / bit 
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napkin 

! nap / kin

! na / pkin

! napk / in

picnic 

! pi / cnic

! pic / nic

! pi / cnic

basket 

! ba / sket

! bas / ke / t

! bas / ket

admit 

! a / dmit

! ad / mit

! adm / it

sudden 

! su / dden

! su / dd / en

! sud / den

happen 

! ha / ppen

! happ / en

! hap / pen

public 

! pub / lic

! pu / blic

! publ / ic

magnet 

! mag / net

! ma / gnet

! magn / et

bandit 

! ba / ndit

! ban / dit

! band / it

Here are some words for you to practice.  Select 
the proper syllabication for each word: 
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contrast  velvet comet 
o cont /  rast o vel / vet o com /  et
o con /  trast o velv / et o co /  met
o contrast o ve / lvet o come /  t

submit dentist fabric 
o sub /  mit o de / ntist o fab /  ric
o subm /  it o dent / ist o fabr /  ic
o su /  bmit o den / tist o fa /  bric

happen absent combat 
o happ /  en o abs / ent o co /  mbat
o ha /  ppen o ab / sent o comb /  at
o hap /  pen o abse / nt o com /  bat

insect rabbit pilgrim 
o ins /  ect o ra / bbit o pil /  grim
o insect o rab / bit o pilg /  rim
o in /  sect o rabb / it o pilgr /  im

pencil subject contact 
o pe /  ncil o sub / ject o cont /  act
o penc /  il o subj / ect o con /  tact
o pen /  cil o subj / ect o co /  ntact

sudden mishap napkin 
o sud  /den o mish / ap o napk /  in
o sudd /  en o mis / hap o na /  pkin
o su /  dden o mi / shap o nap /  kin

kitten contest object 
o kit /  ten o cont / est o ob /  ject
o kitt /  en o con / test o obj /  ect
o ki /  tten o co / ntest o o /  bject

Select the proper syllabication for each word. 
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DaŬe a word by drawing a line fromy a syllable in the first column to a syllable in the 

second column. 

pub vet 
bas sect 
vel cil 
pic lic 
fab kin 

in trast 
nap sent 
pen pen 
hap net 
con ket 

mag nic 
ab ric 
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Here are 10 Closed Syllable words. Fill in the sentence with the proper word. 

bandit magnet admit submit insect 

dentist napkin fabric happen rabbit 

1. Her dress was made out of a colorful . 

2. We will not anyone into school who is more than 30 minutes late. 

3. Getting an bite can be very itchy. 

4. If you do your homework, you must it on time. 

5. A _ might fill a cavity in your tooth. 

. 

. 

on your lap. 

6. A bad person in cowboy movies is called a

7. A white or pink animal with long pointed ears is a

8. When you go out to dinner, it is proper to put a

9. The door stays shut through the use of a                                                                                      .
.

10. You never know what might if you study hard. 
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Now you must write a sentence using 5 of these Closed Syllable words. Each 
sentence should contain only one of the words. 

picnic subject mishap absent combat 

contest contrast contact velvet sudden 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.
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Write a paragraph using 5 of the following words. You can only use a  word  
once.  The paragraph should have 5 sentences. A topic sentence, three detail 
sentences, and a concluding sentence.  In this case, the paragraph does not have 
to make sense. 

bandit magnet admit submit insect 

dentist napkin fabric happen rabbit 
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It’s time to practice words with closed syllables. 
First, read each word to yourself. Then start a 
timer to see how many words you can read in one 
minute. 
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hiccup inflict velvet contest tennis tantrum 

bandit traffic magnet contract basket consult 

public plastic picnic engulf happen himself 

sudden trumpet napkin admit herself pretzel 

channel cactus attic mental ribbon mitten 

insect signal cotton button selfish subject 
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