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The two most important ways to build vocabulary are 
through extensive reading and learning prefixes, suffixes, 
and roots.  Learning word parts builds your vocabulary, 
improves your spelling, and improves your reading of 
multi-syllabic words.  In this manual you will learn 
common Latin roots.  A “root” is the basic portion of a 
word that carries a “meaning.” This manual is divided into 
sets, each containing eight Latin roots. 

By just mastering these roots, you will increase your 
vocabulary by 16,000 words.  A strong vocabulary is 
necessary for success in school. 
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Here are roots for you to learn.  You will see a root, then a 
word that contains the root, then the meaning of the root. 
Here is an example: 

This is the root “mem�”   
As in the word “memory”    
The root means “to remember�” 

You should use a 3 x 5 index card for each root.  On the front, 
print the root (or roots).  On the back, print the word 
containing the root and the meaning of the root.  You should 
keep all the root cards together. 
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memory 

to remember
mem!
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  SET 1 

  SET 5 

  SET 3 

  SET 2 

  SET 6 

  SET 4

Here is the list of the Latin roots you will learn. 
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jac, ject 
mis, mit 
mob, mot, mov 
pel, puls 

aud 
vid, vis 
spec, spect 
dic, dict!

cap, ceive, cip 
fed, fid 
grad, gress, gree 
pen, pend, pens 

quest, quir, 
quis 
port 
spir, spire 
vita, viv 

cred 
fer 
plic, ply 
sed, sid, sess 

rupt 
flect, flex 
pon, pos, pound 
gen 

scrib, script 
fac, fic 
tract 
duc, duct

cid, cis 
cur, cour 
form 
press 

ced, ces, cess, 
ceed 
fact, fect  
fin 
pod, ped, vers, 
vert 

claim, clam 
lect, leg, lig 
claus, clos, clud 
clus 

sens, sent 
vail, val 
sist, sta, stat, stit 
tain, tin 

struct 
tend, tens, ten 
vent, ven 
voc, vok 
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audience 

to hear 
aud 

vision 

to see 
vid, vis 

spectacle 

to look or watch 
spec, spect 

dictation 

to say 

dic, dict 

You!should!use!a!3!x!5!index!card!
for!each!root.!!On!the!front,!print!
the!root!(or!roots).!!On!the!back,!
print!the!word!containing!the!root!
and!the!meaning!of!the!root. 

SET 1 

©2014 MaxScholar 



8 

SET 1 
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projectile 

to throw 
jac, ject 

missionary 

to send 

mis, mit  

mobility 

to move 

mob, mot, 

mov 

propel 

to push pel, puls  

You!should!use!a!3!x!5!index!card!
for!each!root.!!On!the!front,!print!
the!root!(or!roots).!!On!the!back,!
print!the!word!containing!the!root!
and!the!meaning!of!the!root. 



WORD:  audible 

PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! au / di / ble
! aud/ i / ble
! au / di / ble
! a / ud / ible

DEFINITION: 

! capable of being heard
! deaf
! person who counts money
! insightful

9 

What is the meaning of the word, audible? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word: 

Put a check mark or “x” in the box in front of the correct 
answer. 
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WORD:  auditory 
PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! au / dit / ory
! au / di / to / ry
! au / di / tory
! au / dit / or/ y

DEFINITION: 

! by seeing
! by hearing
! by touching
! by smelling

What is the meaning of the word, auditory? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word: 
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WORD:  trajectory 

PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! traj / ect / ory
! tra / jecto / ry
! tra / jec / to / ry
! traj / ect / ory

DEFINITION: 

! rocket ship
! piece of armor used by the roman army
! path along which something moves through the air
! place to enjoy good food

What is the meaning of the word, trajectory? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word: 

WORD:  admit 

PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! ad / mit
! a / dmit
! adm / it
! ad / mi / t

DEFINITION: 

! allow entry
! keep out
! prevent
! confuse

What is the meaning of the word, admit? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word: 
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WORD:  motion 

PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! mot / ion
! mo / tion
! m / oti / on
! mot / io / n

DEFINITION: 

! move in the opposite direction
! a television show
! movement
! force something to happen

What is the meaning of the word, motion? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word: 

WORD:  dispel 
PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! dispe / l
! disp / el
! di / spel
! dis / pel

DEFINITION: 

! make something return
! turn something into a lie
! drive off in various directions
! throw away into a recycling bin

What is the meaning of the word, dispel? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word: 
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WORD:  envision 

PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! en / vision
! en / vis / ion
! en / vi / sion
! envis / ion

DEFINITION: 

! smoke cigarettes
! describe an outcome of a novel
! see at night
! picture something in your mind

What is the meaning of the word, envision? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word: 

WORD:  aspect 
PROPER SYLLABLES: 

! as / pect
! asp / ect
! a / spect
! aspect

DEFINITION: 

! a type of men’s neckwear
! way in which something is viewed
! predict the future
! complicated

What is the meaning of the word, aspect? 

Choose the correct syllable division of the word? 



aud 

dict 

mit 

mot 

ject 

pel 

spect 

vid 

_________________or _____________itory 

contra________________ ______________ ĂĐůĞ

pro ________________or ___________ionary 

a_________________  sub_____________ 

________________iology inter____________ 

ad___________________ _______________eo 

pro_________________ler �ex________________ 

e_________________ence       re_______________e 
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Write the root in the most appropriate word.  You may 
use the root more than once. 
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aud         dict          mis         mob         ject         pel  spec  vid 

The ____________________________ience clapped loudly at the end of her performance. 

Because of her hip surgery, my grandma was not very _______________________ile. 

The financial advisor reported his pro____________________________ ions for the budget. 

The chemistry teacher wore very small _______________tacles which fell off his nose. 

He needed his teacher’s per____________________________sion to go to the bathroom. 

To find a meaning of a word, it is a good idea to use a _____________________ionary. 

It is important to use insect re______________________________lant when you go camping. 

A good way to learn something is to watch a short ________________________eo. 

The musician ________________________itioned for the newly assembled symphony. 

The answer to the question on the test was not very e_______________________ent. 

The boss asked his secretary to take a __________________________ation from him. 

Our house failed the in_______________________________tion because of a leaky roof. 

The trans____________________sion of the fax for her application failed to go through. 

The student’s aggressive behavior caused him to be ex__________________led from school. 
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Write the root in its best place in the sentence. You can 
use the root more than once. 
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ϭ͘ Her voice was so soft that it was _________________________�on the phone.

Ϯ͘ People who are deaf are said to have ___________________________ issues.

ϯ͘ The class awards were presented in the  ______________________________.

ϰ͘ My sister went for an _______________________________ for the class play.

ϱ͘ The singer performed her best in front of an __________________________.

ϲ͘ He was released because of lack of definite ____________________________.

ϳ͘ We will  ______________________________ dinner for everyone in our home.

ϴ͘ My _______________________________ is so good that I do not need glasses.

ϵ͘ You must turn in your ___________________ of the paper before tomorrow.

ϭϬ͘ The ship was __________________________ on the horizon as the sun was setting.

ϭϭ͘ The circus performance was _________________________________ this year.

ϭϮ͘ The butterfly was a perfect ______________________________ of a monarch.

ϭϯ͘ Before the elevator could be used, it had to pass ______________________.

ϭϰ͘ Let’s _____________________________ the field for any rocks in the ground.

ϭϱ͘ Sometimes, ____________________ has to be earned by actions, not words.

ϭϲ͘ No one can ______________________________________________ the future.

ϭϳ͘ Some countries in the world are ruled by a ___________________________.

ϭϴ͘ ___________________ may be replaced by voice-activated word processing.

ϭϵ͘ Is there any _____________________________ that the army will surrender?

ϮϬ͘ The banker received a grand jury __________________________ for fraudulently
spending the money.

Write the words into their proper sentences. 

aud (to hear): 

vid, vis  (to see): 

spec, spect (to see): 

dic, dict (to say): 
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auditorium audition inaudible auditory audience 

vision revision evidence provide visible 

spectacular inspect specimen inspection respect 

predict dictator indication dictation indictment 



ϭ͘ The admission’s office decided to _______________________ her application.

Ϯ͘ The students were ____________________ to the “No Cellphones in School” rule.

ϯ͘ Bill felt _____________________________________________ from his friends.

ϰ͘ To play a new CD you must ________________ the first one from the player.

ϱ͘ The team felt _____________________________ after losing the game in overtime. 

ϲ͘ Mary is ready to ___________________________ her applications for college.

ϳ͘ I love the days when we have early ___________________________________.

ϴ͘ The disease seems to be in ____________________________________________________.

ϵ͘ Please ______________________________ this fax to the insurance company.

ϭϬ͘ ____________________ to an Ivy League school is an amazing accomplishment. 

ϭϭ͘ After Jane’s knee operation, she had much better ______________________.

ϭϮ͘ Please ___________________________ the garbage from the middle of the room.

ϭϯ͘ After she broke her leg, she was relatively __________________________________.

ϭϰ͘ Winning a Tony Award was an _____________________ experience for the actor.

ϭϱ͘ The _________________________________ received a ticket for running a red light. 

ϭϲ͘ The student was ____________________________________  because of his behavior.

ϭϳ͘ Tim’s ADHD made him very __________________________________________.

ϭϴ͘ Bringing a knife to school will result in immediate ___________________________.

ϭϵ͘ The nurse will first take your __________________________________ when you visit.

ϮϬ͘ Certain jumps are _________________________ in the sport of steeplechase. 

Write the words into their proper sentence. 

jac, ject (to throw): 

mis, mit (to send): 

mob, mot, mov (to move) 

pel, puls (to push) 
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eject reject objecting rejection dejected 

remission dismissal submit transmit admission 

remove mobility immobile emotional motorist 

expelled expulsion impulsive pulse compulsory 



audience  audit  contradict  dictation  emotional  memorandum 

missionary        mobility  omit  projectile        propel   rejected  repel 

 spectacle        spectacular        vision  visual  audiovisual  compulsory  predict 

The opening ceremony of the Olympics was quite a _______________________________________________. 

You ___________________________________________ the row boat through the water using oars. 

The new secretary was very bad at taking ______________________________________ from her boss. 

A knee operation has restricted his ______________________________________________________________. 

The ______________________________ found it hard to adjust to life in a third world country. 

Performers always respond to the mood of the __________________________________________. 

Some old people should not drive because they have poor __________________________________. 

A coconut on a tree becomes a _______________________________________ during a hurricane. 

What do you _____________________________________ might happen to you in twenty years? 

Do you believe in _________________________________________ military service for all citizens? 

The conference room was supplied with outdated _______________________________ equipment. 

The employees will soon receive a _______________________ from the boss regarding vacation policy. 

A popular adventure sport is to __________________________________________ down a mountain side. 

My grant application was _______________________________________________ by the reviewers. 

The fireworks display was quite ________________________________________ with all the colors. 

No one likes to have an IRS tax ____________________________________________________________. 

She was very _________________ when she was reunited with her twin whom she has not seen in years. 

A pilot likes to rely on ____________________________________ information as well as on radar. 

Do not __________________________________ your English teacher on spelling and punctuation rules. 

If you ________________________________ one ingredient, the cake may turn out to be inedible. 
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Write the words into their proper sentence. 

©2014 MaxScholar 



Write a five or more sentence story using at least five of the following words: 

auditorium, diction, expel, individual, inject, move, omit, spectator  
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aud audiology audible audience audiotape auditorium 

auditory audiologist audition inaudible audiometer audit 

vid, vis vision visit revise devise envision 

individual revision televise television evident evidence 

spec, spect circumspect respect respective prospect spectator 

inspect inspection specimen spectacle spectacular retrospect 

dic, dict dictionary diction dictation jurisdiction verdict 

dictaphone indicate dictator benediction predict contradict 

19 

First, read each word to yourself.  Try to figure 
out what each word means by using its root.  
Then start timer to see how many words you 
can read in one minute. 

©2014 MaxScholar 



©MAXSCHOLAR ϮϬ�

  Date:   Date:   Date:   Date:     Date: 

Try 1 Try 2 Try 3 Try 4 Try 5 
Words Read   Words Read   Words Read   Words Read   Words Read   
Errors Errors Errors Errors Errors 
Total Total Total Total Total 

Words Read Wrong Words Read Wrong Words Read Wrong Words Read Wrong Words Read Wrong 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

Try 1 Try 2 Try 3 Try 4 Try 5

Words per Minute 


