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Strategies for Reading & Writing
Retelling & Paraphrased Writing

To the Teacher:

This book will help students improve reading comprehension, attention-to-detail,
paraphrasing skills, and auditory processing skills. The exercises in this book build
independent study skills by teaching students how to summarize and paraphrase text,
important skills for success in school.

The exercises in this book can be performed in conjunction with a teacher or independently by
the student. For teacher-led instruction, the teacher should do a “retelling.”

Steps for Retelling
1. Read the passage orally to the student without letting the student see the passage.

2. Ask the student to recall as much information as possible from the passage that was just
read. Ask the student to develop a picture or a movie in his/her head. Ask the student to
answer questions such as where the story takes place; how many people are present;
what are the people thinking about; what colors do your see; or any other questions that
are appropriate for the passage.

3. Transcribe word-for-word what the student retells in the “Written Summary” section.
(The teacher writes the written summary.)

4. Show the student the original passage (the first time the student is seeing the actual
passage). Have him/her re-read it and highlight the topic using a blue highlighter, the
main idea using a green highlighter, and the important details using a yellow highlighter.

5. Help the student rewrite his/her passage. The new passage must contain five sentences,
including the main idea sentence, three detail sentences, and a conclusion sentence. Try
to expand the student's work by asking questions about information that might be
included in the new passage. Encourage the student to use bigger vocabulary words and
expanded sentences.

6. The teacher will rewrite the passage with all of the revised work under the section titled
“Rewrite.” The student should be able to see a difference between the first retelling and
the revised retelling (rewrite).
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Directions for the Student:

Learning to summarize text is an important skill. If you can paraphrase, or put in your own
words what you read, you will be able to improve your reading comprehension. A summary
includes the main idea and details from the passage. It is always shorter in length than the
passage itself. These exercises will improve your writing skills and your fluency in writing
summaries.

Here are the steps for you to follow:

1. Read the passage inside the box. Then cover the passage with an index card or a
sheet of paper.

2. Write a summary in your own words without looking at the passage.

3. Uncover the original passage and re-read it. Highlight the topic with a blue
highlighter, the main idea with a green highlighter, and the important details with a
yellow highlighter.

4. Use the proof reading checklist to check your first written summary for the facts
listed below. Edit your original summary using a different color pen.

a. Capitalization - make sure that the first letter of the first word of all sentences
and the first letter of all proper nouns are capitalized.

b. Organization & Order - make sure you have included a main idea sentence,
three detail sentences, and a conclusion sentence.

c. Punctuation - make sure that you have used periods and commas in the right
way; that any quotation marks are properly used; that exclamation marks and
question marks are in the right places; and that all other punctuation marks are
used correctly. Make sure that each sentence ends in a period.

d. Spelling - check for any spelling mistakes. Please use a dictionary or an on-line
dictionary to help you.

5. Finally, write your corrected summary on the lines under “Rewrite” on the next
page.

The more you practice writing summaries, the better you will become at writing them and the
easier they will be done. You will notice an improvement in your and writing skills and fluency.
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Here is a list of all the Common Core State Standards that are aligned with the writing drills for
Retelling, Visualizing, Verbalizing, and Paraphrased Writing that you will practice in this

book.

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.2.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.2.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.2.C
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.2.D
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.2.E
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.4
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.5
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.4.10

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.2.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.2.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.2.C
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.2.D
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.2.E
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.4
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.5
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.8.10

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.2.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.2.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.2.C
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.2.D
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.2.E
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.4
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.5
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.5.10

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.9-10.2.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.9-10.2.C
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.9-10.2.D
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.9-10.2.E
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.9-10.2.F
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.9-10.10
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CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.2.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.2.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.2.C
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.2.D
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.2.E
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.4
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.5
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.6.10

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.10-11.2.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.10-11.2.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.10-11.2.C
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.10-11.2.D
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.10-11.2.E

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.2.A
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.2.B
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.2.C
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.2.D
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.2.E
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.4
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.5
CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.7.10

CCSS.ELA.LITERACY.W.10-11.2.F CCSS.

ELA.LITERACY.W.10-11.10



Directions: Perform the following exercises either independently or with your teacher
by following the directions detailed in the introduction of this book. When performing
the exercise independently, be sure to cover the passage after you first read it and then
write your first summary.

Exercise 1.0

Austin is the capital of the State of Texas. It is located in the middle of the
state, on the Colorado River. Located in Austin are offices of many national
companies, including Apple, Dell, Google, and IBM. Like the Silicon Valley
area of California, Austin is known for having many high tech companies.
The air is very clean in Austin, as smoking is not allowed in public places.
Austin has a strange motto. It is “Keep Austin Weird.” This refers to the
desire for Austin to have strange stores. The people there like to have new
and unique businesses and stores. Austin is a fun and interesting place to
visit.

Written summary:
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After you or your teacher has prepared the first written summary, go back to the
original passage (in the box), highlight that passage, then check-off each item below as

you proofread your written summary:

O Main idea sentence
O Detail

O Detail

O Detail

O Conclusion sentence

Rewrite:

O Capitalization

O Order & Organization
O Punctuation

O Spelling
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Directions: Perform the following exercises either independently or with your teacher
by following the directions detailed in the introduction of this book. When performing
the exercise independently, be sure to cover the passage after you first read it and then
write your first summary.

Exercise 1.1

Cesar Millan has been commonly known as the “Dog Whisperer.” He was
born in 1969 in Mexico. According to his family, he had a special way with
animals even as a young boy. He once told his mother that he would one
day be the best dog trainer in the world. Cesar worked many other jobs
before following his passion of working with dogs. Many famous celebrities
have taken time to listen and learn from Millan, including Vin Diesel, Will
Smith, Oprah Winfrey, and Nicolas Cage. He has had exceptional success
in getting dogs to behave. His strategy involves crouching down to be at
the animal’s eye level. In doing so, he communicates with even the most
troubled animal without the animal being afraid.

Written summary:

6 MAXSCHOLAR Strategies for Reading & Writing:



After you or your teacher has prepared the first written summary, go back to the
original passage (in the box), highlight that passage, then check-off each item below as

you proofread your written summary:

O Main idea sentence
O Detail

O Detail

O Detail

O Conclusion sentence

Rewrite:

O Capitalization

O Order & Organization
O Punctuation

O Spelling
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